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PRE FAC E, 


ZT would be inexcufable to commence a New Year without the 

warmeft acknowledgments to our friends for their increafing fa- 
vours. Our invariable with, indeed, has ever been to attain all the 
valuable ends of a Periodical Publication, not only by rendering our 
volumes the repofitory of the paffing events that deferve to be per- 
petuated ; but by blending, as much as poffible, the Agreeable with 
the Ufeful, and with the cultivated fruits of Knowledge that nourifh 
and fuftain, interfperfing the fragrant flowers that charm with the 
varieties of intelle&tual Plea/ure. 


To defcant on thofe circumitances, which have hitherto diftin- 
guifhed THe Universat MacGazine, would be fuperfluous to the 
Readers who have been attached to it for fuch a length of years ; but 
to point out the line in which we have been more particularly 
tnabled to excel, to the purchafers who have recently honoured it 
with their patronage, will be attributed lefs, we hope, to the ob- 
trufion of Vanity, than to the ardour of Zeal and the intentnefs of 
Exertion. 


On a retrofpecét of a few numbers only, we flatter ourfelves it 
will foon appear, that, in the conduct of our Mifcellany, we have 
not been content with the fubjects common to our competitors, nor 
with the dying topics of the day. We have found refources that 
have enabled us to Jead our Readers into regions that will be ever 
interefting to mankind. In Greece, once ‘the fapient Nurfe of 
finer Arts,’ where Libertyand Genius flourifhed intinimitable fplendor, 
Igfiorance, Superftition, and Tyranny now ftalk, uncon{fcious of the 
facrilege, over the moft beautiful monuments of human grandeur. 
Thefe fcenes, which in ancient learning, and in their modern ftate, 
prefent fuch different afpeis, have been hitherto imperfectly, and 
A even 
















ii PRE PF-.AC E, 


even erroneoufly, defcribed. The accounts, which we have given 
from time to time, and which we have extracted from the obferva- 
tions of fome learned foreigners, who have lately vifited the Archi- 
pelago,; can hardly fail to affect the ferntimental Reader, who may 
fecl a religious awe, while he treads as it were on confecrated 
ground, and converfes, in their favourite haunts, with the fages of 
antiquity. 


In our Biographical walk, while we have Been foficitous to com- 
memorate fuch of our compatriots as have recently diftinguifhed 
themfelves, we have been cautious not to tire the Reader with uni- 
formity, however brilliant, but to difplay with concifenefs, yet in 
the moft confpicuous lights, the actions of thofe eminent men of 
other ages and countries, whofe virtues may ftill inftruct, or whofe 
vices may reform. Nor have we been unobfervant of perfons in ob- 
fcurer ftations, whofe lives may give pleafure in a more confined 
degree, from fome peculiarity of circumftance or eccentricity of cha- 
racter. In our wifhes, moreover, to prefent a pleafing variety, our 
fair Readers may perceive the moft refpectful attention to them, as 
we propofe occafionally to introduce fome of thofe excellent women, 
whofe virtues do honour to the fex, and whofe Works prove the 
unqueftionable right of the Lap1Es to literary emulation and literary 
fame. 


As an illuftration of the different operations of the prefent war is 
an object of moment, we beg leave to obferve, that there is fearce a 
part of the globe, where any important. action can happen, which 
we have not accurately reprefented in a Map. In our laft Suppie- 
ment we gave a lift of thefe (and of all the Copper-plates fince our 
fifty-firft Volume) which will enable our new purchafers to order 
the Magazine, containing any particular Map or Plan, that may 
be neceflary to throw a light on the intelligence of the day. 


WE cannot conclude without offering our beft thanks to our kind 
Correfpondents, and particularly to the Gentlemen who have oblige- 
ingly aflured us of their affiftance in the conduct of The Improver, a 
new paper, which, we doubt not, will appear replete with the moft 
folid and interefting inftruction. 
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